CABINET
15 FEBRUARY 2005

ITEM NO. ........ (1) I

HUNDENSLANE ALLOTMENT RELOCATION

Responsible Cabinet Member (s) - Councillor David Lyonette,
Regeneration and Planning Portfolio

Responsible Director (s) - John Buxton, Director of Development and Environment

Purpose of Report

1

2.

To seek authority from Cabinet to relocate the Hundens Lane dlotments to alternative sites
on Lascell es Park and Arnold Road.

To seek authority to serve 12 month ndices to tenantsin March 2005

Background

3.

In order to progress the Central Park development between Y arm Road and Haughton Road,
the dl otments on Hundens Lane must be relocated.

Central Park is a 30-hectare brownfield site, situated between Haughton Road, Y arm Road,
Hundens Lane and therailway. It has been selected as one of the regeneration flagship
projects for the Tees Valley andis to be developed over the coming few years.

The new developments will provide gproximately 600 rew homes, including family town
houses and apartments, generate around 2000jobs and provide hotel and conference
facilities close to the railway station with arange of leisure and community fadlities. It will
also provide green open space and a scul pture park aswell as high quality office
accommodation. The development will be the new site for Darlington College with their
construction works commencing in January 2005 There will be an impressive new link to
the railway station with a combined investment of £170m, with the majority from the
private sedor.

The Hundens Lane Site was acquired by the Courcil on 5February 1924for use as pulic
walks and deasure grounds. On 24 0ctober 1930consent was given by the Minister of
Hedth to the gopropriation d the land for use & al otments.

The Siteis currently divided into 130plots, of which 105arelet to 78individuals.
To terminate the aurrent tenancies, condtions.1(1)(a) of the Allotments Act 1922states that
the Courcil must provide’ 12 months or longer natice to quit, expiring on a before the 6th

of April or on a after the 2%th of September in any year’.

The Courxil plan to provide written ndice to tenantsin March 2005in order to vacate the
existing site for March 2006 It is planned that the dternative sites will be made available
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from September 2005to all ow phased passession in accordance with growing and training
Seasons.

Funding

10. Fundng of the relocation will be made by One North East through Tees Valey
Regeneration. There will be no drect costs to the Courrxil.

11. The Courcil maintain adetailed involvement in the relocation and are present at all
meetings and al key decision making. Contad with tenants is made through the Courcil
and Groundwvork West Durham, consultants appanted by Tees Vall ey Regeneration with
expertise in allotments.

Powersto dispose of Allotment Land

12. Sedion 320f the Small Holdings and Allotments Act 1908 povides that when an all otment
authority is of the opinionthat land acquired by them for allotmentsis nolonger needed for
that purpose they may sell or let theland. Section 8of the 1925Act requires that the
consent of the Seaetary of Stateis obtained for the sale, use, disposal or appropriation d
land aiginally aaqquired for use & alotments.

Secretary of State Application

13. A Secretatary of State Applicaion hes being prepared by solicitors and will be submitted by
the end d January 2005

The Replacement Sites

14. Asrequired by S. 8 of the Allotments Act 1925 plot holders have been off ered adequate
replacement plots on ore of 2 sites, Arnold Road and Lascelles Park (please see dtached
Appendix). The Courcil owns the Lascdles Park site andisin the processof aqquiring the
Arnod Road site.

15. The Courril viewsthis as an oppatunity to enhance dlotment provision and kelieves that
the replacement sites represent an improvement on the facil ities currently avail able on the
Site.

16. Plot hoders have been invited to choose which dof the 2 sitesthey would prefer to relocate
to and asfar as paossible these preferences have been accommodated.

17. All plot holders will be accommodated within % of amile of their homes as required by
guidanceissued by the Government Office for the North East.

18 Under the Allotments Act 1925 definitions exclude horses and as such, thase dlotments
where horses are kept cease to be statutory all otments. As aresult, an application to the
Seqetary of State for consent for sale of the dl otment land would na be required for those
allotments where horses are kept as these do nd benefit from the statutory protection.
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19. There ae arrently 9 hase owners accommodating 21 dots. It is suggested that the horse
owners are provided with a12 month ndice period as with the statutory all otments, but the
paossibility of accommodation orto alternative locations is considered.

Consultation with tenants

20. In order to satisfy the Secretary of State that thisis an appropriate cae for the issue of his
consent the following steps have been taken:

21, Spedalist consultants Groundvork West Durham were engaged to manage the consultation
process and conduct an audit of the Site.

22. On 14 September 2004the Courcil wrote to plot hadersinforming them that relocaion o
the dl otments was being considered as part of the Scheme.

23. On 22 September a consultation event was held at Eastbourne Sports Complex for plot
haders to meet with representatives of the Courcil, Tees Valley Regeneration and
Groundwvork West Durham. 60 people attended, representing 55 d the 120allotments.

24. Aspart of Groundvork West Durham’s extensive mnsultation exercise and audit, plot
holders were asked which of the 2 replacement sites they would prefer to be relocated to. It
isanticipated that all will ableto be alocated aplot onthe site of their choice

25. Additional consultation with tenantsis planned for 27 January 2005 Theintentionisto
inform tenants of further detail, drawn from previous consultation.

Consultation with residents

26. Consultation with residents in the vicinity of the two proposed sites will be held following
the detailed consultation with tenants. Thiswill reassure residents of the measures being
taken to minimise disruption and aesthetical measures planned through landscgping.

27. Initia concerns from residents have been mitigated through the decision that al Livestock
will be situated onthe Arnold Road site. The Lascdles site will be purely gardeners and
growers.

Outcome of Consultation

28. Throughou this process objections and comments regarding the Scheme and the relocation
have been canvassed. No oljections have been made to date. The views of the National
Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners have been sought and since the majority of the
Hundens Lane tenants are nat members of the society, they will nat be representing them or
making any further comment. The Homing Union are in dscussions with the tenants and
Darlington Borough Courxil, and are fully suppative of the relocation.

Legal Implications
29. Thisreport has been considered by the Borough Solicitor for legal implicationsin

accordance with the Courcil's approved procedures. There ae noissues which the Borough
Solicitor considers need to be brought to the specific attention & Members, other than those

Cabinet — 15 February 2005 -3-
Hundens Lane Allotment Relocaion



highlighted in the report.

Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998

30. The mntents of thisreport have been considered in the cntext of the requirements placed
on the Courril by Section 170of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 namely, the duty on the
Courxil to exerciseits functions with due regard to the likely effed of the exercise of thase
functions on, and the need to doall that it reasonably can to prevent, crime and dsorder in
itsarea. Itisnat considered that the contents of thisreport have any such eff ect.

Council Policy Framework

31 Theissues contained within this report do nd represent change to Courcil pdlicy or the
Courxil’s pdlicy framework

Decision Deadline

32. For the purpose of the ‘cdl-in" procedure this does nat represent an urgent matter
Key Decisions

33. Thisisakey decisionasit affectstwo or more wards.

Recommendation

34. It isrecommended that Cabinet:-

(@ Approvetherelocation d Hundens Lane dl otments to the designated sites on Arnold
Road and Lascelles Park onthe condtionthat Secretary of State gpproval and Planning
Permission for the dternative sites are granted.

(b) Approvethe serving of 12 month naices to tenantsin March 2005

Reasons
35. Therecommendationis suppated to enable the relocation to commence and ensure Central
Park landis released for development by March 2006
John Buxton
Director of Development and Environment
Background Papers
()  Written communications between the Courcil & Tenants

(i)  Small Holdings and All otments Act 1908
(iii)  Allotments Act 1925

RebeccaClarkson : Extension 2041

Cabinet — 15 February 2005 -4-
Hundens Lane Allotment Relocaion



