CABINET
13 JULY 2004

ITEM NO. ..6(€)......oooecc......

IMPROVEMENTSTO HONEYPOT LANE CARAVAN SITE

Responsible Cabinet Member (s) -Councillor Chris M cEwan,
Community Protection Portfolio

Responsible Director (s) - John Buxton, Director of Development and Environment

Purpose of Report

1. Toreport onthe dlocaion d grant from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM)
and to authorise the release of the fundng.

Background

2. The Courcil was successful in abid for 200304 for the improvement of 14 amenity blocks
and atransit site at Honeypot Lane Caravan site. A bid was made to the ODPM for further
fundng for 200405 to supdement the works currently in progress This has been
successful and fundng needs to be released and arrangements made for the works to be
carried ou.

Information and Analysis

3. The ODPM have gproved agrant of £31221086. The worksinvolve the provision o
amenity blocks to the remaining pitches.

4. The Courxil selected a @mntractor in 200304 to cary out the works following tender and the
contrador is currently on-site ampleting the works. There ae alvantages in seeking to
negotiate this work with the eisting contractor:

(@ Heisarealy on-site, would be able to use his facilities, equipment and employees
which shoud ensure value for money.

(b) Therewould be officer time saved in the tendering process.

(c) Thework could begin immediately and ensure that the work is completed in the time
period.

(d) The ocontractor isfamiliar with the site and the @nstruction cetail s.

() The aurrent contractor has performed well and is meeting contrad specifications.
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(H Officers have beenin contact with the ODPM and they are agreeable to negotiation as
the original contract was subjed to competitive tender.

Outcome of Consultation

5. Discussions have been held with the Lesseeof the site, Darlington Primary Care Trust,
Darlington Sure Start, travell ers onthe site and various officers concerned with travell ers.
All suppat the works to improve condtions for travellers.

Legal Implications

6. Thisreport has been considered by the Borough Solicitor for legal implicationsin
accordance with the Courcil's approved procedures. There ae noissues which the Borough
Solicitor considers need to be brought to the specific attention & Members, other than those
highlighted in the report.

Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998

7. The mntents of thisreport have been considered in the context of the requirements placed
on the Courrcil by Section 170of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 namely, the duty on the
Courxil to exerciseits functions with due regard to the likely effed of the exercise of thase
functions on, and the need to doall that it reasonably can to prevent, crime and dsorder in
itsarea. Itisnat considered that the cntents of thisreport have any such eff ect.

Financial Implications

8. Theschemeis completely funded from the ODPM and aher organisations. The lessee of
the site has afull repairing lease and there will be no orgoing revenue @sts.

Council Policy Framework

9. Theissues contained within this report do nd represent change to Courril padlicy or the
Courxil’s pdlicy framework, however, the waiving of the Contract Procedure Rules need to
be considered by Courxil.

Key Decisions

10. Thisreportisconsidered as akey decisionasit is sgnificant in terms of its effed onthe
travelling community living in Darlington.

Decision Deadline
11. For the purpose of the ‘cdl-in’ procedure this does nat represent an urgent matter.
Recommendation

12. It isrecommended that :-
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(8 The scheme for the improvement of amenity blocks at Honeypaot Lane Caravan site be
approved and fundng d £312210.86 ke released.

(b) Courxil be requested to waive Contract Procedure Rules.

(c) The Director of Development and Environment be given Delegated Powers to negotiate
the aontract with the existing contrador.

Reasons
13. Therecommendations are suppated by the following reasons :-
(& To seareimprovementsto the site.
(b) To seaure vaue for money and minimise delays in construction.

John Buxton
Director of Development and Environment

Background Papers

Letter from the ODPM dated 20April 2004

Keith Atkinson : Extension 388552
BAH
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