CABINET
16 NOVEMBER 2004

ITEM NO. ....... (< ST

SUPPORTED CAPITAL EXPENDITURE (REVENUE)
FOR AIR MONITORING EQUIPMENT

Responsible Cabinet Member (s) - Councillor Stephen Harker, Consumer and
Environmental Services Portfolio
Responsible Director (s) - John Buxton, Director of Development and Environment

Purpose of Report

1. Thepurpose of thisreport isto seek approval from Membersto release fundng for the
purchase of air monitoring equipment to suppat the Town onthe Move projed.

Information and Analysis

2. A successful bid has been made to the Department for Environment, Foodand Rural Affairs
(DEFRA) for a Suppated Capital Expenditure (Revenue)(SCE (R)) adlocaion o £33000to
purchase alditional air monitoring equipment. The eguipment would be sited at the heavily
trafficked junction at St Cuthbert’s Way/Northgate aljacent to Marks and Spencer to
monitor road traffic emissons - emissions from road traffic have been identified as the most
significant source of air palutionin thisauthority. The ar monitoring unit which was
previoudly at thislocaion hes recently been moved to Woodand Road, Cockerton, to asite
which is more representative of puldic exposure in accordance with the requirements of the
Nationd Air Quality Strategy.

3. The benefits of the new air monitoring equipment at St Cuthbert’s Way are that it would
allow usto continue to monitor long-term traffic emissons at a ‘worst case’ location and
would assist with local transport palicy. The station would also suppat the work being
carried ou under the Sustainable Transport Demonstration Town projed (‘ Town onthe
Move) for which DfT fundng has recently been secured. The stationwould provide
longer-term trend data which would be particularly helpful in showing whether the a¢ion
being taken under this hemeis having an effect ontraffic emissionsin the centre of
Darlington.

Outcome of Consultation

4. Thisisnot ascheme for which externa consultation was considered necessary. No
objections were raised following consultations within the authority.
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Financial Implications

5. The estimated cost of the scheme is £33000 which isfully funded from DEFRA. There ae
ongoing annual revenue costs of £2,887, which isto be met from the “Town onthe Move’
project for five yeas.

Legal Implications

6. Thisreport has been considered by the Borough Salicitor for legal implications in aacordance
with the Courxil's approved procedures. There ae noisaues which the Borough Solicitor
considers need to be brought to the specific atention d Members, other than those
highlighted in the report.

Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998

7. The contents of thisreport have been considered in the ntext of the requirements placed on
the Courril by Section 170f the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 namely, the duty on the
Courxil to exercise its functions with due regard to the likely effed of the exercise of those
functions on, and the need to doall that it reasonably can to prevent, crime and dsorder inits
area. Itisnot considered that the cntents of this report have any such effect.

Council Policy Framewor k

8. Theissues contained within this report do nd represent change to Courcil padlicy or the
Courxil’ s pdlicy framework.

Decision Deadline
9. For the purpose of the ‘cdl-in" procedure this does nat represent an urgent matter.
Recommendation

10. It isrecommended that Members grant approval to rel ease the suppated capital (revenue)
fundng of £33000to puchase ar monitoring equipment.
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Reasons
11. Therecommendationis suppated as the alditional equipment will suppat the Town onthe

Move project and traffic management.

John Buxton
Director of Development and Environment

Background Papers

() Suppated Capital Expenditure (Revenue) applicaion
(if) Cabinet Report — Darlington: A Town onthe Move 13 July 2004

Wendy Lilico : Extension 38%70
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