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CABINET 

1 DECEMBER 2009 

ITEM NO.  ....................... 

 
 

DRAFT SPORTS FACILITIES AND PLAYING PITCH STRATEGIES 
 

 

Responsible Cabinet Member - Councillor Steve Harker, Health and Leisure Portfolio 

 

Responsible Director - Cliff Brown, Director of Community Services 
 

 

SUMMARY REPORT 

 

Purpose of the Report 

 

1. To seek Cabinet approval for the Sports Facilities and Playing Pitch Strategies for 

Darlington. 

 

Summary 

 

2. The Government, via PPG17, requires local planning authorities (LPAS) to carry out 

assessments of open space, sport and recreation facilities as part of their planning process.  

It requires LPAS to prepare, update and regularly monitor and measure the quality, quantity 

and accessibility for open space, sport and recreation facilities.  These documents provide 

an assessment of sport and recreation facilities following the work to produce an Open 

Space Strategy in 2007 which completed the first part of the PPG17 assessment. 

 

3. The development of a Sport and Physical Activity Facilities Strategy and new Playing Pitch 

Strategy will help to support the development of community sport and physical activity in 

Darlington. 

 

4. The two studies will help to shape strategic and detailed planning policies and will provide 

the evidence to justify the provision of new sport, recreation and playing pitch provision or 

enhancement of existing facilities.  The documents will also be used to help assess the 

merits of planning applications.   

 

5. The strategies are key to achieving outcomes identified within the Healthy Darlington 

delivery theme in the Sustainable Community Strategy. 

 

Recommendation 

 

6. It is recommended that Members approve the Action Plans as set out in:- 

 

(a) Appendix 1 – Section 13 of the Sport and Physical Activity Facilities Strategy, and 

(b) Appendix 2 – Section 7 of the Playing Pitch Strategy. 
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Reasons 

 

7. The recommendation is supported by the following reasons:- 

 

(a) To inform the planning process by providing a robust evidence base to inform the 

priorities for future sports facility and pitch provision and to help guide investment 

decisions. 

 

(b) To support the development of community sport and physical activity in Darlington 

and help address the health improvement agenda. 

 

 

Cliff Brown 

Director of Community Services 

 

Background Papers 

No Background papers were used in the preparation of this report. 

 
Mike Crawshaw : Ext 2431 

bs 

 

 

S17 Crime and Disorder The implementation of the strategies will further 

increase scope for community based sport and 

physical activity provision and can contribute to the 

Youth Crime Action Plan. 

Health and Well Being The implementation of the two documents is 

integral to increasing participation in sport and 

physical activity by shaping a strategic approach to 

sport, recreation and playing pitch provision. This is 

fundamental to the Healthy Darlington work 

strands.  

Sustainability A strategic approach to future provision of sports 

facilities and playing pitches will enable a 

sustainable approach. 

Diversity The Strategies will provide a framework to help 

remove barriers to participation for disadvantaged 

groups.  

Wards Affected All 

Groups Affected All 

Budget and Policy Framework  Implementation plans will need to be resourced 

within existing budgets or external grant funding 

bids. 

Key Decision This is a key decision 

Urgent Decision This is not an urgent decision 

One Darlington: Perfectly Placed The Strategies will contribute to the Healthy 

Darlington and Prosperous Darlington themes of the 

Sustainable Community Strategy 

Efficiency These documents provide templates and necessary 

evidence base to maximise use of future resources 

including for sports provision. 
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MAIN REPORT 

 

Information and Analysis 

 

8. These two documents have been developed through a steering group focusing on provision 

of Sports Facilities and Playing Pitches that was initially funded by Sport England and 

includes representatives from DBC Cultural Services, Children’s Services, Planning, NHS 

Darlington, Sport England and PMP Consultancy. 

 

9. The studies include an assessment of need, use, accessibility, quantity and quality of 

existing provision for a range of indoor and outdoor sports facilities.  The approach follows 

the methodology set out in “Towards a Level Playing Field”, published by Sport England 

and PPG17:  Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation.  This strategy builds on 

existing good practice and will deliver integrated services to improve early intervention, 

prevention and targeted support. 

 

10. The Sustainable Community Strategy outlines a clear commitment to increasing 

participation in sport and physical activity across the Borough.  The findings of these 

documents will help to ensure that the quantity and quality of sports facilities and playing 

pitches meets the needs of the local population now and in the future to maximise 

opportunities for participation. 

 

11. The action plans attached to both strategies are working documents and reflect the aims of 

the Authority and its partners, however it is recognised that the success of a number of these 

actions is dependant upon financing and will need to be resourced within existing budgets 

or externally funded grant bids. 

 

12. Full copies of both Strategies are available for viewing in the Members Room.  If Members 

require their own copy please contact Barbara Strickland on 01325 347591 or email her at 

barbara.strickland@darlington.gov.uk. 

 

Outcome of Consultation 

 

13. The Strategies were presented to the Health and Well Being Scrutiny on 8 September 2009 

as part of the consultation process. 
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APPENDIX 1 
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APPENDIX 2 
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