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ITEM NO.

OVERVIEW OF CHILDREN'S EERVICESPORTFOLIO
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Since the last meeting of Courril, the following are the areas for work under my Children’s
Services Portfolio :-
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Attendance Policy and Strategy — Approval has been given to anew Attendance
Policy, Strategy and Guideli nes which includes a resporse to the new powers available
to local authoritiesto issue penalty natices to parents for the non-attendance of children
at schod.

Restrictive Physical I ntervention Policy — Consideration has also been given to the
adoption d anew restrictive physical intervention pdicy, and arecommendation to
Courxil has been made which will considered later on this Agenda.

Big Lottery Fund — New Opportunitiesfor PE and Sport Programme—Itis
pleasing to report that the formal release has been given to acapital grant of £1,027,356
to buld and improve sports fadlities across 10 schemes which will enable schodsto
promote sport in the community.

Schod Performancein 2004 SchodsInspeded by OFSTED between 1st
September, 2003 and 31st July, 2004— | am also pleased to report some positive
inspection oucomes for those schods inspected during the last academic year, and the
authority looks forward to suppating al schodsin addressng areas for improvement.

Schoad Performancein 2004 National TestsExams— Analysis of pupl performance
in Darlington across the Key Stages has been considered in comparison to that of
national, regional and statisticd neighbous. Gains have been made this yea in the
performance of pupls at Key Stage 2 and 3 whil e performance has dipped in Key
Stageland 4

4 Schoad Street — Approval has been given to the disposal of number 4, Schod Stred,
which isaproperty that has become vacant andis no longer required by the Educdion
Department.

| attended the Giving Tree Concert on 16h December 2004 Thisis an annual charity
event to raise monies for the Giving Tree gpea which helps the needy in the Borough
at Christmas time.

| continue to med regularly with the Directors of Education and Social Servicesto
familiarise myself with children’s servicesisaues. In addition, | have dtended a meeting of
the Social Services Department’s Children’s Services Management Team, have visited the
Sure Start offices at McNay Street to med with staff and families, and have visited
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residential children’s homesin the Borough. A full and detailed programme has been
arranged for the coming weeks when | will meet with awider group d managers, staff, and

service users.
Councillor ChrisMcEwan
Cabinet Member with Children’s Services Portfolio
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