CABINET
29 November 2005

SUPPLEMENTARY ITEM NO. ....... Lo

PROPOSAL FOR AN ACADEMY IN DARLINGTON - UPDATE

Responsible Cabinet Member — Councillor Mc Ewan — Children’s Services Portfolio

Responsible Director (s) — Margaret Asquith — Director of Children’s Services

Purpose of Report

1. Tose&k Members views on submitting an Expression d Interest in a City Academy for
Darlington to the Department for Educaion and Skills (DfES).

Background

2. A Cabinet report was presented to Members on 1st November 2005 odlining the offer from
the DFES to submit an Expression d Interest in the City Academies programme (attached at
Appendix A). From this meeting, Cabinet referred the request to Lifelong Learning
Scrutiny Committee for discussion, debate and recommendations. Lifelong Learning
Scrutiny Committee met on 21st November and reconvened on23rd November, and their
recommendations are atached at Appendix B.

Information and Analysis

3. Thepropasal to submit an Expression d Interest in an Academy for Darlington hes
generated a cnsiderable amourt of interest and debate and dficers have begunto hdd
information sesgonsin various parts of the ammmunity. The propcsal was debated at a
meeting of the Darlington Partnership Board on9th November 2005 and the partnership
agreed to suppat the proposal. The proposal was also dscussed at a meeting of the
Darlington Learning Partnership on23rd November 2005and this partnership aso agreed to
suppat the proposal.

Outcome of Consultation

4. No consultation was required in the preparation d thisreport aswe are & the beginning of
compiling the information that will be required for formal consultation. Extensive
consultationwill be undertaken shoud the Expresson d Interest receive suppat from the
DfES.

Lega Implications

5. Thisreport has been considered by the Borough Solicitor for legal implicationsin
accordance with the Courcil's approved procedures. There ae noissues which the Borough
Soli citor considers need to be brought to the specific attention o Members, other than those
highlighted in the report.
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Sedion 17 d the Crime and Disorder Act 1998

6. The mntents of thisreport have been considered in the cntext of the requirements placed
onthe Courril by Section 17of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 namely, the duty onthe
Courxil to exerciseits functions with due regard to the likely effed of the exercise of thase
functions on, and the need to doall that it reasonably can to prevent, crime and dsorder in
itsarea. Itisnaot considered that the contents of thisreport have any such eff ect.

Council Policy Framewor k

7. Theissues contained within this report do nd represent change to Courcil padlicy or the
Courril’s pdlicy framework

Dedsion Deadline
8. For the purpose of the ‘cdl-in" procedure this does nat represent an urgent matter.
Key Decisions
9. Thisreport constitutes a key dedsion as it aff ects more than two wards.
Remmmendations
10. It isrecommended that Members: -

(& Note the comments from Lifelong Learning Scrutiny;

(b) Deddewhether an Expression d Interest for an Academy in Darlington shoud now be
developed, andif so,

(c) Receive afurther Cabinet report detailing the Expression d Interest to be submitted.
Reason

11. Toenableofficersto progresswork required to take forward a proposed Academy.

Margaret Asquith
Director of Children’s Services

Background Papers

Correspondence from DFES — 29 November 2004— Wave 2 and 3BSF Annourcement
Guidance issued by DfESin relation to the Academy Programme
Darlington Partnership Board Minutes — 9th November 2005
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