COUNCIL
22ND JULY, 2004

ITEM NO. 7(Q)(VI) oo

OVERVIEW OF REGENERATION AND PLANNING PORTFOLIO

1 Since the last meeting of Courril, the following are the main areas of work that have been
undertaken uncer the Regeneration and Planning Portfolio :-

(@)

(b)

(©

(d)

Darlington Economic Regeneration Strategy — Cabinet gave mnsideration to the
200405 to 200809 econamic regeneration strategy provisionally entitled ‘ Gateway to
Econamic Quality’ and referred it to Courcil for approval. This grategy isto replace
Darlington’ s five-year econamic regeneration strategy ‘ For a Brighter Future’ which
has guided adivity in Darlington since 1999and enabled a cnsiderable amourt of
external fundng to be levered in. The new propased strategy will outline the actions
required to med the Econamy aim of the Darlington Community Strategy and hes been
developed through the Darlington Partnership bulding uponthe views of al key
partners. It has also been developed in line with ather key sub-regional and regional
strategies such as the Regional Econamic Strategy and the Tees Valey Vision and will
reflea the contribution made to them by the Darlington econamy.

Single Regener ation Budget 200405 — Cabinet approved the release of capital funds
seaured from the Single Regeneration Budget (SRB) for 200405, other externa
contributions and the Courcil’ s contribution to thase projects. Capital projects due to
be undertaken duing thisfinancia year include Traffic Management, Leaning
Intranet, Town Centre Initiative Phase 2, creation d a‘Doorstep Grean' for the
Firthmoor Community and Environmental Action.

Risk Management Work - The Courcil had been shortlisted for an award in the
partnership working category at the Association d Local Authority Risk Management
(ALARM) Awards. The submissgon hghlighted agood partnership working in the area
of risk management between the Courcil's Building Control Sectionand the Fire
Service. The submissionwas Highly Commended at the avards held on28 June 2004
at itsannual conference in Manchester.

TheTeesValley Investment Strategy (TVI1S) - The Darlington element of the TVIS
has been submitted through the Tees Valey Partnership. The TVIS represents the
future fundng requirements of the sub-region to enable the delivery of outcomes
identified in the Tees Valley Vision. The TVIS will be used primarily as alobbying
document for Government as well as representing the fundng priorities for Single
Programme and aher sub-regional fundng programmes. The Darlington el ement of the
TVIS reflected the Darlington Gateway concept and included the key physical
developments planned over the next 5to 15years.
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North East Chamber of Commer ce- Best for BusinessAward 2004- Darlington
Borough Courcil emerged as the winner of the popuar award after impressing judges
from the NECC with the suppart it provides to existing businesses and its proactive
approach to raising the profile of the town as an attractive locaionfor business
investment. The Chamber's annual award recognises the ammmitment of the region's
local authorities to businessdevelopment with naminees having to undergo arange of
checks and tests designed to examine their respornses and skill s relating to business
development and suppat services. Besides assssing courcils overal approachability
and efficiency, the dhedks aso cover methods of communication, speda projects for
businessand fundng oppatunities. "The standard of entries was particularly high, but
Darlington stood ou for its dynamic gpproach towards the development of new
businessoppatunities,” said George Cowcher, Chief Exeautive of the North East
Chamber of Commerce.

The avard was presented at the Chamber's Annual General Meding at Ramside Hall on
8 June 2004

T1C Sunday Opening - Information Darlington, the Courrcil's Tourist Information
Centre, istrialling Sunday Opening from 6th June urtil 17th October, the opening
housare 11.00am until 3.00pm. This extensionto the opening housis as aresult of
discussons with the Town Centre Manager and the retail ers within the town, during
which it was agreed that by opening Information Darlington the 'off er' on a Sunday
would be enhanced. To date the resporse has been very positive, if not exceeded
expectations, with people visiting to ask for tourist information and to puchase items.
At the end d thetria period adecisionwill be made on whether to continue the
Sunday opening based onthe foatfall and revenue potential.

North East Tourism Strategy - Since the Government devolved strategic
resporsibility for regional tourism to Regiona Development Agencies, ONE have
produced adraft North East Tourism Strategy for the region. This grategy islinked to
the Regional Image Strategy and the Regional Econamic Strategy. It will be suppated
by an adion dan and will cover the period from 20042007, outlining the vision and
providing aframework for the new structure of tourism within the region. The Strategy
is currently out to consultation and the Econamic Regeneration and Tourism Sectionis
currently preparing aresporse to ONE on tkehalf of the Courril.

Major Projects Team - The Principal Strategic Project Development Officer has taken
up her position as leader of the newly established Major Projects Team within the
Planning Services Section. The Team will provide a crporate/departmenta approach
to managing major development projects led by or invalving the Courcil, for example
Haughton Road, Pedestrian Heart, Faverdale and Commercia Street. The amisto
provide amore wordinated approacd across the Courcil andto buld onthe excell ent
work already achieved in attracting and implementing major investment schemesin
Darlington.
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Walking Festival - Darlington's first walking festival has been organised by the rights
of way serviceof the Courcil in partnership with local walking groups and is
scheduled for the weekend d 21 August 2004 The festival includes short doarstep
walks aimed at improving health to longer countryside walks celebrating some of
Darlington's best kept natural secrets. To cdebrate the weekend there is afamily
treasure hunt aroundthe Cockerton area starting from Cockerton Method st Chapel on
the Saturday Evening at 7.00 pm.

Countryside Management Services Annual Report - The aanual report by the North
East Community Forest (The Tees Forest parent organisation) Courtryside
Management Services, has been produced reviewing last years activities. It hasbeena
very impressive first yea with large numbers of volunteers and people drawn from the
intermediate labou market carrying out pradical conservation management on
Darlington's nature reserves and rights of way. A total of 746 vdunteer days were
provided in this way bringing in an equivalent of £44,760 d added value & £60 per day
per voluntes.

Firthmoor Fishing Pond - Contractors have resumed work onthe Firthmoor fishing
ponds and local nature reserve. This very exciting projed managed jointly by the
courtryside service and a steering groupspecially set up by Firthmoor residentsison
schedule for completion by the end o thisyear. It will provide 8 hectares of quality
courtryside and premier fishing ponds right on people’ s doarsteps.

West Park - The main features that promise to make Darlington West Park a much
valued site for visits long into the future ae now in place. This new pulic courtry
park, due for openingin June 2005 now has most of the physicd featuresin place
including a central circular enclosure, four stone sculptures and a network of paths that
thread their way through the 40,000 rewly planted retive trees.

Councillor David Lyonette
Regeneration and Planning Portfolio
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