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CQC - Assessment framework for local 
authority assurance
The Health and Care Act 2022 gave CQC (Care Quality Commission) new regulatory powers to assess local authorities

CQC’s role is to assess how well a local authority is delivering duties under part 1 of the Care Act.

The assessment framework for local authorities has 4 Themes which are further broken down into 9 quality 
statements .

Each Theme has quality statements set out which will be used by CQC for assessment and assurance. They consist of 
We and I statements.
•We statements are quality statements the local authority must commit to. 
•I statements are what people expect. 
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Care Quality Commission
Four Key Themes and Quality Statements

• Assessing needs
• Supporting people to 
live healthier lives

• Equity in experience and 
outcomes

• Care provision, 
integration and 
continuity

• Partnerships and 
communities

• Safe systems, pathways 
and transitions

• Safeguarding
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sustainability

• Learning, improvement 
and Innovation
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Care Act Principles
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Status of Inspections in North East ( July 2024)

Council Current status Date notified

On site visit 
to 
commence 

Assessment 
Report 
Published Overall Rating
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and 
innovation

Link to assessment 
report

County Durham
Awaiting Report to be 
published 30/01/2024 20/06/2024                        

Northumberland Awaiting on site visit 19/02/2024 05/08/2024                        

Gateshead Awaiting on site visit 18/03/2024                          

Hartlepool Awaiting on site visit 22/05/2024                          

Middlesbrough Awaiting on site visit 22/05/2024                          

Redcar and Cleveland Awaiting on site visit 22/05/2024                          

Darlington Awaiting on site visit 24/06/2024                          

Stockton-on-Tees Awaiting on site visit 24/06/2024                          

Sunderland Awaiting on site visit 24/06/2024                          

Newcastle upon Tyne Awaiting on site visit 15/07/2024                          

North Tyneside Awaiting notification                            

South Tyneside Awaiting notification                            

Cumberland Awaiting notification                            
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Darlington Self-Assessment

• Our aim is to: 

• “create a warm and welcoming town where 
adults and families stay as independent as 
possible for as long as possible”

• Our intention is to:

• “know ourselves and know our adults and 
families”

• Based on THRIVE principles and our Vision for 
adult social care in Darlington 

• Our vision for Adult Social Care in Darlington 
2023-2026

https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/21053/vision-for-adult-social-care-in-darlington.pdf
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/21053/vision-for-adult-social-care-in-darlington.pdf
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Self assessment strengths 
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Self Assessment Areas of Development
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Baselining and collecting evidenceOutline of activity

Notification 
of 

Assessment 
24th June 
2024

Completion 
and 

submission 
of LAIR and 

Self 
Assessment
12th July 
2024

Preparation 
for 

Inspection.
50 cases. 

Notification 
of onsite 
inspection 
September 

2024

Late 
Sept/Early 
Oct 2024

DBC Briefing 
session with 

CQC

0ctober –
November 

2024
Onsite 

Inspection 

Dec 24/Jan 
2025 

outcome of 
inspection 
published 
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Key Documents 

CQC Assurance Framework- Local authority assessments - Care Quality Commission 
(cqc.org.uk)
Strength Based Practice in Darlington - Adults Social Care Services
ASC Engagement and Co-Production Stronger Together Strategy Final 2024-2028 
(darlington.gov.uk)
Adult social care prevention strategy 2024-28 (darlington.gov.uk)
Promoting equality diversity and inclusion in adult social care practice 
(darlington.gov.uk)
New webpages -Darlington BC - Adult Social Care

https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/20306/darlington-strength-based-practice-framework-final-august-2023.pdf
https://www.cqc.org.uk/guidance-regulation/local-authorities
https://www.cqc.org.uk/guidance-regulation/local-authorities
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/20306/darlington-strength-based-practice-framework-final-august-2023.pdf
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/21447/asc-engagement-and-co-production-stronger-together-strategy-final-2024-2028-copy.pdf
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/21447/asc-engagement-and-co-production-stronger-together-strategy-final-2024-2028-copy.pdf
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/21491/adult-socail-care-prevention-strategy-2024-2028.pdf
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/21492/equality-diversity-and-inclusion-practice-and-reference-guidance-2024.pdf
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/21492/equality-diversity-and-inclusion-practice-and-reference-guidance-2024.pdf
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/adult-social-care/
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Any Questions 


